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Website
In recent months, we
have had trouble
updating our website.
It is still available for
contacting us and
making donations, but
we apologize for the
difficulty in finding event
updates.
We are in the process
of revising it. We
appreciate your
patience through this
frustrating time!
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Holding a Corner
There is a story in the Bible where some friends brought their friend to Jesus. Because he was
paralyzed they carried him on a mat, each friend taking a corner. They faced some obstacles, as
people had crowded into the house where Jesus was. There was no way to get close enough to
Jesus. But one of them thought of an idea. They would go up on the roof, take out some of the
tiles, and lower their friend right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw the faith they had, he turned to
this man on the mat and told him his sins were forgiven. Some of the religious leaders were
offended, only God can forgive sins. Jesus continued showing them how he had authority to forgive
sins and then he told this man to take up his mat and go home. Immediately the man stood up in
front of them, took what he had been lying on, and went home praising God.
This passage reminds me of what is involved in Sportspersons Ministries International. We are
interested in “bringing people to Jesus” so that they can see what he has to offer. In order for us to
do that, it takes several friends each holding a corner of the mat.
I need to hold one corner and do my part in bringing friends to Jesus; Churches with outdoor
ministries need to do their part. But we need all corners of the mat to be held. Your partnership in
this ministry through your prayers and financial gifts are as important to this ministry as the work that
we do. Please help us carry the mat!
Bible Reading: Luke 5: 17-26

Spring Banquet 2010
Featuring Guest Speaker Kevin VanDam
This year's Spring Banquet was a huge success!
The evening consisted of a fabulous dinner, silent
and live auctions, and plenty of door prizes.
One highlight of the evening was listening to 3 time
Classic Winner and five time Angler of the Year,
Kevin VanDam. Kevin shared about his faith,
family, and gave tips for successful bass fishing.
He also encouraged us to join him supporting SPI.
Maury DeYoung gave an update on the ministry
telling about what is happening in and through
some of the outdoor ministries and events. He also
gave us an update on the soccer ministries that are
developing in Sierra Leone and Nigeria.
Thank you to those who attended and gave your
support.
We especially want to thank table
sponsors, who paid for a table and then invited
others to join you at this event. A special thanks
goes to those of you who donated products and
trips included in our auctions.
Through your generosity we are able to raise
approximately $28,000 this evening for SPI
(compared to $18,000 last year). This is especially
helpful as some other donations have dropped off
this year, and we also lost a couple of foundations
grants.

Bass Tournament Trail
People are watching the leader board as
points are close nearing the finish of our
Bass Tournament Trial for this year.
With one tournament left to go, people
are wondering if they can hold their spot
or move up enough to either win one of
the prizes or qualify for the Classic.
Some are hoping to be included in the
wild card category, while others have just
enjoyed fishing in some of the
tournaments.
We give out prizes at each tournament,
but also allow the participants to build up
points toward winning after all seven
tournaments. The top ten teams can fish
in the Classic, as well as two wild cards.
Jimmy VanderBerg has done a good job
of leading our tournaments this year with
his assistants, Jason Walcott, and also
Ken and Matt Reagen.

See Bass Tournament Trail Stats Here:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sportspersons-Ministries-Bass-Tournament-Trail/339699560442
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AFFILIATE NEWS
Churches Starting
Outdoors Ministries
Friendship Christian
Reformed Church in
Byron Center MI
participated in a coaching
arrangement to improve
the activities they plan to
offer. Pray for them as
they try to be more
effective in reaching
people in their fall (and
following) activities.

Welcome
..to The Potter's House in
Mt. Pleasant, MI. as they
are now starting an
outdoors ministry. Pray
for them as they build a
foundation and start their
activities.

EverGreen Ministries Sportspersons
Philip Hilbrand, Hudsonville, MI
On April 15, 2010, EverGreen
Ministries Sportspersons held
our 4th annual Spring Fest.
There were three parts to this
year’s event. First we started
with a turkey shotgun sight in;
we set up two shooting lanes
and had targets at 20 and 40
yards in each lane. We even
had our church’s outreach
director shoot several times
and she is not an outdoor
sportsperson, so it was nice to
see her come out and give it a
try. The big draw to this part of
the event? How many people
can go to work the next day
and say they shot their
shotgun at CHURCH?
Then we went inside and

started the second part of our
evening: Jim Boice from Rod
Benson’s pro staff presented a
great lesson on turkey hunting.
And finally we had Frank
Siemon from Michigan State
Seed Solutions talk to us
about food plots. It amazes me
how much I learn every time I
attend one of these seminars!
The Hudsonville Farmers’ Coop, Grand Valley Sporting
Goods, and Standish Seeds all
set up tables and displayed
their products.
We had a total of 55 attendees
including 29 people who were
neither members of our church
nor presenters. We had asked

our congregation to help us by
inviting neighbors, friends and
co-workers. The Co-op also
highly promoted the event.
We made sure everyone went
home with a prize - we gave
away over $300.00 in prizes –
and didn’t leave hungry.
Through every event we
continue to grow with new
friendships and associations
with those in our community.
We will continue to build on
these relationships and
continue to share our love of
the outdoors with those both in
and out of our church family.

Beaverton Area Christian Sportspersons Club ( BACSC )
In the small town of Beaverton, Michigan, people can relax, take a walk in the park, fish from shore,
or launch their boat at the ramp in the Ross Lake Park. Beaverton Area Christian Sportspersons
Club (BACSC) seized several opportunities to connect with its community. On earth day, they
planted a tree in memory of one of their members. As you can see in the picture, the also put up a
sign remembering this person and indicated who had planted the tree –BACSC. Shortly after that,
they prepared the ground and planted wild flowers near the boat launch (again putting up a sign). So
anyone who launches a boat can see how beautiful this area has become, and then recognizes who
prepared it. The park officials had no problem approving their request; In fact, they asked them if
they would consider working on other areas of the park as well.
The club also had a Kids fishing day at this park again this summer.
Kids and adults had a wonderful time.
Congratulations are in order, as the BACSC float in the fourth of July
parade received an award for being the best musical float.
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If you want to keep in touch with what they are doing or see more
pictures of these events, go to
http://www.awayhunting.com/beaverton_area_christian_sportspersons_club
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SPI EVENTS
Walleye Fishing Weekend
at Fish Point Lodge, Saginaw Bay, Michigan
Twenty men and boys attended this year. One
Grandfather came with his son and two young grandsons. Some
men came with friends and others came alone.
Those who came early to fish on Thursday found high winds on the
bay, but adjusting to the river fishing turned out quite well. Not only
did they catch some nice walleyes, they also landed some pike and catfish. Fishing in the bay
was different this year. Fishing in areas where we caught lots of walleye last year, didn’t produce
as many, but new areas were more productive. Doug showed his knowledge of the bay by finding
fish in areas that we would not have considered. Most of us caught several very nice (eatable
size) walleyes on this weekend. We caught more smaller fish this year, which is a good sign for
the future fishing on the bay.
As usual, Capt. Doug and Chris Deming were wonderful hosts for this event. Doug shared
insights on how to catch walleyes and also took some of us out on Saturday. Chris organized fine
meals for us at the lodge and also to take with us on the boat.

The weekend was very meaningful as men broke away from the stress in their lives and enjoyed
activities with men with similar interests. It didn’t take long before men were talking with each
other about what was happening in their lives.
Religiously men were able to take a new or renewed look at their relationship with God over the
weekend. Not only did they observe Christians in a natural setting, they also heard about how to
be connected and growing in their relationship with God through evening devotions, led by Maury
De Young. One man indicated that he is seriously considering Christianity and anther man put his
trust in Jesus Christ on this weekend. Several indicated that they took a step deeper in their
relationship with God over the weekend.

Wyoming Trip

Brian Lewis from Big Bull
Outfitters and his two guides,
Dustin and Matt assisted us for
this four day adventure. They
cooked meals and showed us
around. Good food, new and
deeper friendships are

established in this laid back
atmosphere.

All or some members of our
group saw elk, a black bear,
and a pine martin. A moose
decided to walk through our
camp on the last evening. We
saw and heard lots of different
birds and the country flowers
are gorgeous.
Elk sign was everywhere as
about 800 elk stay in this
valley until the snow gets
deep.
We also saw the
“migration trail” of elk that
come from Yellowstone.

Sportsmen’s Weekend
At Springhill Ranch
Sept. 10-12, 2010

At Nettie Bay Lodge
Oct 7-10, 2010

North Dakota
Pheasant Hunt
Nov 1-4, 2010

European
Pheasant Hunt
Haymarsh Hunt Club
Dec 3, 2010

Horse/Mule Pack In, Hiking, Fishing, Wildlife Viewing

Fishing was challenging in the
river as recent rains caused
the river to rise. We hiked to
and fished two different
mountain lakes.

Don’t Miss Out!

Fall Fishing Weekend

On Friday night Jim Brandt shared insights on fishing.

Leaving cell phones,
schedule, work and almost
everything else behind, we left
Dubois, Wyoming and went
about 28 mile into the
mountains to the trailhead.
There the outfitter and his
guides unloaded the horses
and mules. We then rode
about 1/12 hours further into
the mountains and arrived at
the meadow where we set up
camp. The west fork of the De
Noir river flows nearby and
the snow covered mountain
peaks gave a beautiful
background setting.

Upcoming
Events

Between 1200-1500 hundred
more elk come to this area
later fall.
Twice we heard wolves
howling nearby as we were
sitting around our campfire.
We were always on alert for
grizzlies, but did not have
any unpleasant encounters.
This setting provides a good
atmosphere for God to work
in our lives. One man said it
wasn’t recreation; it was “recreate” or a renewed life.
Another man found God’s
forgiveness and grace
become real in his life. We
all found this experience to
be refreshing.

Kansas Upland
Game Hunt
Pheasant & Quail
Jan, 2011

Idaho Bear Hunt
Spring, 2011

Walleye Fishing Weekend
At Fish Point Lodge
June 23-25, 2011
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